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June 8, 2026 LIt

To The Respected Members of the Republic of Lithuania Seimas Committee on Culture,

The Mirrer Yeshiva joins with thousands of American Jews that can trace their roots to the city
of Vilna (now referred to as Vilnius) Lithuania. For many centuries, Vilna was home to a large
and thriving community of religious Jewish scholars whose academic brilliance and personal
piety were renowned world over. Indeed, some of the greatest rabbinical leaders of their day,
whose works are still studied daily at the Mirrer Yeshiva and whose lives are revered even today,
lived and died in Vilna, and were laid to their final rest there.

Jewish law and tradition attach inherent sanctity to all cemeteries and the human remains buried
there. Our tradition views Jewish cemeteries as belonging to the Jewish nation as a whole. That
is considered so while all Jewish cemeteries are sacred, that general rule applies with special
force to the Snipisek Jewish Cemetery, which is holy and precious to Jews all across the world,
because of the numerous holy and revered sages that are buried there. Indeed, there is a section
of the cemetery that is so sacred, that no Jew ever dared to enter. It is believed that before the
government closed the cemetery to burials in the early 1800°s, more than 50,000 Jews were
buried there.

The Holocaust wiped out the very community in whose care the preservation of the cemetery
would have been entrusted. The decision of the Soviet regime to build the Sports Palace on the
cemetery grounds not only desecrates the holy site, but also reflects a callous disregard for the
tragic history of our community. Human rights and dignity do not end with one’s death. The
individuals buried in the Snipisek cemetery are the most helpless type of individuals, as they are
unable to speak for themselves.

We read with interest the bill of April 21, 2026 on the further utilization of the Vilnius Concert
and Sports Palace. We respectfully request that all desecration, including the currently proposed
construction, development and future use of this site be halted and a different location be used to
house the Vilnius Congress Center.

We stand with the all the American Jewish Colleges who oppose this construction proposal quite
vigorously. This is evident from the joint letter of opposition from 12 American Yeshiva Deans, including
members of the prominent Kotler, Feinstein, Kaminetsky and Kalmanowitz rabbinic dynasties whose
relatives are buried in this cemetery. In addition, over 50,000 people have signed the petition to move the
convention center away from the old Jewish cemetery. While the 2009 agreement with the CPJCE was a
welcome step in the right direction, it falls short of the reality and the facts concerning the depth of the
existing foundation and the many layers of human remains which have been undisturbed until now.

We sincerely request that you respect our cemetery and not allow any unrelated activities there,
including the renovation of the Soviet Palace which desecrates our cemetery. It is truly a triumph
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for democracy when we join together with shared values for the common good to continue to
advocate on behalf of those helpless buried in the cemetery.

Let us distance ourselves from those Soviet crimes and educate future generation that a cemetery
deserves eternal dignity and esteem. As the words of the Lithuanian anthem proclaims as a guide
to us all; “May your children walk only in the paths of virtue.”

I would welcome your correspondence and your response. I can be emailed directly to
phecht@thejnet.com.

Si ly and Respgcgfully,

~

abbi Pinchos Hecht
Executive Director



